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East Bay Bonsai Society 
Next Meeting – In person only 
November 9th 2022 at 7:30 PM 

Our next club meeting will be an In Person Only meeting 
at our normal location, the Garden Center in Lakeside 
Park, 999 Bellevue Ave., Oakland. We will begin the 
evening with announcements, including 2023 Board 
elections. Then our own Addison Galambos will lead us 
through the how-to, dos and don’ts of repotting. 
 
Only members can bring a tree or trees to repot (visitors 
can watch and ask questions). Please no giant pots 
(larger than 12 inches in length). EBBS will supply mixed 
bonsai soil, tie down wire and drainage mesh for one 
tree per member. 
 
There will be several tables to place your trees on when 
you come into the room. If you have a tree(s) to repot, 
bring it and any tools and material you may need. Tools 
should include rakes to clean out old soil, wire cutters,  
pliers, chop sticks, kama (root hook), scissors and 
tweezers (for weeds). Your tree can be repotted into the 
pot it is presently in or a new pot that you bring, your 
choice. There will be seasoned members at each table 
to advise and answer questions on repotting or your tree 
in general.  

 
November is early to repot but many species do well at 
this time as they are going into their dormancy period. 
Any type of flowering or fruiting of prunus (stone fruit) 
can be repotted at this time as well as junipers, bamboo, 
boxwood, pines, hornbeam, cotoneaster, podocarpus,  
 

 
privet, pyracantha, wisteria, willow and most deciduous 
trees.  
 
We do have a few bags of soil left over from the show 
that will also be for sale for $46 each and 2 lb. soil packs 
for $5. 

 
What a fabulous weekend! Starting out on Friday night 
we had a full turnout of member participation. The tables 
were up and dressed in record time and members were 
able to pick up their discounted bags of soil without 
issues. 
 

 

 

Showtime 

November meeting – Repotting Workshop! 

http://www.eastbaybonsai.org/
http://www.facebook.com/EastBayBonsaiSociety
http://twitter.com/EastBayBonsai
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Saturday began with a member’s only workshop with 
Andrew, a $150 value. We had 6 participants who left 
with newly designed bonsais. Next up was the afternoon 
demonstration which took a seemly normal maple tree 
and set it on a path to one day being a fully-fledged 
bonsai. 

 

 

 

Andrew demonstrating what to keep and what to trim on 
the Japanese maple. Many members and outside 
visitors strolled through picking up information on 
deciduous bonsais. 

 

 

And the lucky winner of the demo tree is…our own Tom 
Fedor!  Congratulations Tom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 

Tony setting up his tokonoma 

Before 

Tom Fedor, Lisa Harper & Andrew Robson 



 3 

The show consisted of a Show room, Sales area and a 
Demonstration/Presentation area. For those who missed 
the show, here are a few of the highlights you missed. 
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Finally, thank you to everyone who gave of their time to 
put on a tremendous show. Here are a few of the many 
volunteers who made the show happen. 

 

 

Addison Galambos, Bev Martinez & Alise Offeman 

Dennis Miu, Suzanne Muller & Lisa Harper 

Pat Cahill & Randall Lee 

Randall Lee & Michael Szabo 

Mike Cullen & Elana Aranda 

Tom Fedor & Janet Nelson 
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By: Tom Colby 
Each year before a show there is a thundering 
announcement in the newsletter that every member 
should show a tree. A literal interpretation of the word 
tree means that no one has ever shown a tree in a show. 
This announcement implores one to take the tree out of 
the pot it is growing in and plop the tree roots, dirt and 
all, on the show table. Nobody, at least up to now, has 
done that. Of course, a tree is displayed in a bonsai pot. 
With two components the tree becomes a composition. 
Deep in the fine print of the newsletter, a statement can 
usually be found that indicates that a stand is expected 
for your display which means that the display now has 
three components, the tree, pot, and stand. Stands 
provide two elements to the composition. First, it raises 
the tree so it can be more easily seen and second, it 
visually separates the composition from the 
surroundings, much as a frame does for a picture. A top-
quality display requires that each of the components 
must fully compliment the display. The stand must be 
understated so it does not hog the display and must 
have the appearance of fine furniture.  This is 
accomplished by careful construction and finish which 
makes for an elegant presentation. The role of the stand 
is to provide understated elegance to the composition 
Japanese bonsai masters make a major part of their 
income by taking care of wealthy clients’ trees. They 
attract clients by winning awards at the major shows, so 
the success of their trees in the show effects their 
livelihood and thus is far more important to them than 
the show prize money or the ego trip that is involved. For 
them it is crucial that the tree, pot and stand all combine 
to make the composition be the very best possible 
composition. As a result, there are a family of stand 
designs that have evolved over the years that are seen 
in the top shows in Japan that are judged to show the 
trees at their very best. While each of these stands is 
unique, as a group they have several common 
characteristics. 
 
They are made of hard, fine-grained wood that takes a 
beautiful finish. The wood selected is strong which 
allows slender stand parts, especially legs of taller 
stands. The craftsmanship of the stands is uniformly 
superb. 
 
The color of the stands is very dark brown to near black. 
Physiologists tell us that some colors appear distinct 
while placed side by side and others tend to blend 
together. Dark browns and green (as in tree leaves) are 
seen as separate colors and, in fact, the dark colors 
make the green leaves of the tree stand out. Yellow and 
green are two colors that blend. The yellow color of a 
stand finished in blond tones makes the green leaves to 
take on a yellowish tint. Yellow leaves are usually a sign 
that your tree is dying and that is something that you do 
not want to advertise. 

  
Design features are repeatedly used, although in 
modified but still recognizable form. For example, the leg 
design shown in Figure 1 is frequently seen. In taller 
stand the leg is stretched out become considerably 
thinner.  

 
Figure 2 shows how the leg shape is modified. Also, the 
way in which top is joined to the rest of the stand 
appears in cascade stands. 

 
The sloping curved legs shown in Figure 3 are a favorite 
for medium height stands. Also, the shape of the narrow 
piece stretching between the legs is common.  
 

 
There are several other much used features that are 
frequently seen. The net result is that although every 
stand is unique it may have a feature that is 
recognizable in other stands. Thus, we have a 
“traditional look” for stands. 
Part of the role of the stand is to blend into the 
composition. This has a big effect on the design of the 
stand. The mortal sin for a stand is to hog the 
composition by vividly standing out from the rest of the 

Stands 
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composition. To meet this challenge, the best Japanese 
stands have a very minimalist design. There are no 
unnecessary lumps or gewgaws in the design. 
Boisterous attempts at dramatic effects fall flat and 
become more of an art statement than a bonsai stand. 
There is no more wood used than necessary. Except for 
the top of the stand, there are no large expanses of flat 
wood visible. Legs on tall stands are no thicker than 
needed to reliably hold the stand up. The overall 
impression is that the stand is light in weight, and this 
holds for even when relatively massive low stands. 
 
This analysis of stands seen in the top Japanese shows 
provides a yardstick that can be used when shopping for 
stands. Good quality stands are well made, dark in color 
and display a minimalist design.  
 
At club sales where stands might be sold, one may 
encounter non-traditional stands. An example are slabs. 
These are made by slicing a log like a salami. The slices 
are sometime very thick and because of this commit a 
mortal sin. They will dominate the composition unless 
the tree is also very large. Thin slabs are fine but slabs 
over one half an inch thick should be looked at 
skeptically. Sometimes a stand shows up with a non-
traditional design which has none of the expected 
“traditional” design features. The stand should be judged 
by the usual yardstick for judging stands, i.e., nicely 
made, dark color and minimalistic design. The fact that it 
is non-traditional deign does not necessarily mean that it 
is not a worthy addition to a display composition.  
 
A frequent question is how big should a stand be for my 
tree? There are at least three ways to judge pot size with 
stands size. First, all larger stands and many smaller 
stands have a panel in the center of the top of the stand. 
The panel is held in place by a rim around the top. This 
construction is used to allow the panel to expand and 
contract due to changes in humidity and is used to 
prevent the formation of cracks in the top of the stand. 
The pot should be inside the rim around the top. A 
second way to size the stand is a mathematical formula. 
The distance between the edge of the pot and the edge 
of the stand is one fifth of the diameter of the pot. 
Another is that the sum of the two distances between the 
edges of the pot and the edge of the stand should be 
one third of the diameter of the pot. These two formulas 
give different answers. For a fifteen-inch pot the 
calculated distance is two and one half or three inches. It 
is not so much that they contradict each other but rather 
makes the point that there is no exact stand size for any 
given pot and there is room for variation. A little over or 
under is OK however there are limits.  Obviously if the 
distance between the edge of the pot and the edge of 
the stand is one inch for a fifteen-inch-wide pot, the 
stand is too skimpy. Similarly, a stand allowing a five-
inch distance would be too big. When you search for a 
new stand to purchase it is crucial that you first measure 
the pot so that the stand will be a manageable size for 
your pot. 
 

Stands are fine furniture and should be treated as such. 
Between shows stands should be carefully stored to 
prevent damage. Before the show, carefully remove any 
dust that may have accumulated and the stand should 
be given a coat of furniture polish. Any of the many 
polish products found in grocery stores work just fine. 
Even a stand that is not of top quality makes a much 
better presentation if it is polished and buffed.  
 
Stands occasionally suffer scratches in use. Minor 
blemishes can be treated with Old English Scratch 
Remover, available at Safeway. Scratches into the raw 
wood are difficult to repair. The underling wood is much 
lighter that the finish and this makes it really stand out. 
Application to the scratch of the darkest wood stain 
available will help the subdue the scratch but will not 
hide it. The best remedy is to treat the stand carefully, so 
it is not scratched in the first place. 
 
Next time you visit a show, spend a little time to 
specifically look at the stands in the compositions. It will 
give you and appreciation of just how varied the design 
of stands can be.  Understated elegance can take many 
forms. 

Time is almost up! We will be voting on the 2023 board 
at the November meeting, so get your nominations in 
now! Being a board member is a great way to see and 
participate in the workings behind the scenes, learn 
more about bonsai and make long lasting bonsai 
connections with other bonsai enthusiasts. 
 
Just submit your election nominations (self-nominations 
are encouraged) to EBBS_Distribution@Yahoo.com at 
any time before the November 9th meeting. 
 
 
Bonsai Calendar  

 
• To enjoy fall color, gradually move maples and other 

shaded trees into the sun. 

• Review exposure of trees to the movement of the 
sun.  

• Rotate trees twice a month. 

• Remove wisteria from the pan of water after foliage 
has yellowed. 

• Insect and disease control –Remove dead plant 
material. Watch for and treat insect infestations. 

• Last opportunity to sever air-layers having adequate 
rootage. 

• Good time to collect conifers from the High Sierras 
with permits to do so. 

  
Refer to the EBBS Bonsai Seasonal guide for 
more information on care 

Board Elections coming in November! 
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Nov 05, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Clovis, California 
14th Annual Fresno Yard Sale, 
945 Clovis Ave, Clovis, CA 93611, USA 
Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, Pots, Books, Bonsai Supplies all at Central Valley prices. Vendors are welcome...Contact 
Fresnobonsaisociety.com to get a table 
 
November 12 and 13, 2022 Oakland, CA 
Pacific Bonsai Expo: 
The Pacific Bonsai Expo is to be held November 12-13, 2022 in Oakland, CA, at the Bridge Yard. The Pacific Bonsai 
Expo is a juried exhibition featuring 75 outstanding bonsai displays and a selection of the community’s top vendors.   
 

 
Jan 21, 2023, 10:00 AM – Jan 22, 2023, 4:30 PM Temple City Live Oak Park Community, 

10144 Bogue St, Temple City, CA 91780, USA 
59th Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai Winter Silhouette Show and Sale, Temple City Live Oak Park Community Center,  
 
Live Oak Room, 10144 Bogue St. Temple City, CA 91780, 10am to 4:30pm. Sales and demonstration at 1pm on both 
days. Deciduous bonsai are featured from club members and invited guests. The Nagata-Komai award will be presented, 
and there will be a demonstrator at 1pm on both days. There will be a sales area with club and vendor plants, pots, tools 
and more. For more information, please visit baikoenbonsai.com or email Joe Galgoul, joegalgoul@yahoo.com. 
 
Jan 23, 2023, 6:30 PM Sergio Cuan - GSBF Golden Zoom Series 
GSBF Clubs will get the Zoom link to share with their membership for an evening with Sergio Cuan. 
  

 

Newsletter Editor: Beverly Martinez 

Contributors: Tom Colby 

Photographers: Jeremy Stevermer, Stephen Lysaght  

 
 

  East Bay Bonsai Society—Schedule for 2022 

 
Regular Meetings: Second Wednesday, every month (except July, August and October) @ 7:30 pm. 
Place: Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland. Visitor’s welcome.  
 

Meeting  Program 
Nov 2 Tree Shrinker delivered 
Nov 9 Monthly Meeting– Addison Galambos – repotting workshop 
Nov 27 Bonsai for Beginners – Addison Galambos 
Dec 5 EBBS Board Meeting 
Dec 7 Tree Shrinker delivered 
Dec 14 Annual Holiday Dinner 
 
 
 

Events 

http://www.baikoenbonsai.com/
http://mailto:joegalgoul@yahoo.com/

