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 East Bay Bonsai Society 
 Meeting:   September 13, 2017 @ 7:30 PM 
 

 
 

September Meeting 

The September meeting will be a presentation on 
accent plants by Lucy and Gary Judd who hail from 
Sacramento. Both have been active in the bonsai world 
for many years with Gary serving as the Sacramento 
club president for twenty years. Their presentation will 
be in two parts. First, Lucy will demonstrate how to 
make and care for both accent plants and kusamono. 
Accent plants are typically a single plant in a pot and 
kusamono is a group planting which usually involves 
several different plants to create a scene. While 
kusamono plantings are fairly often seen in Japan, they 
are not seen often in the United States, so the 
demonstration will be a unique opportunity for us. 

The second part of the evening is a special treat. 
Lucy will lead a hands-on mini-workshop in which you 
create your own accent plant. For this you may want to 
bring supplies including gloves, a chopstick, a spray 
bottle, small pots (proportional to the bonsai you wish to 
bring to the display in October), and a box or other 
container to take home your new plants. There will be 
pots available for purchase at $5.00 each. Lucy will 
bring the necessary soil, plants and technique for this 
wonderful opportunity to learn the art and craft of 
accent plants.  

 Accent plants are the unsung heroes of a bonsai 
show, and although our focus is on the trees, accent 
plants really set off the trees. We are fortunate to have a 
program on accent plants just in time for our show in 
October.  

If you are interested in finding out more about 
kusamono, Lisa Harper recommends the online article: 
http://www.kusamonochoe.com/journal/. 

 
Showtime in October  

 October seems to be a long way off, but it will be 
here before you know it. Now is the time to be looking at 
your collection and selecting which trees you would like 
to display. The EBBS Board hopes that everyone will 
display at least one tree.  Your best tree or trees will be 
most welcome regardless of whether it is a humble 
Juniper or a spectacular finished bonsai. Each and every 
tree in the show makes a contribution to the overall 
success of the show.  Now is also the time to be sure 
that the pot compliments the tree and that you have a 

stand for the tree.  If not, there are usually extra stands 
available at the show setup, but bear in mind that they 
may not do your tree full justice. 

You may have noticed at the recent August potluck 
that our show chair, Lisa Harper, and her committee 
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were busily engaged in planning for the show. They 
need your help. Have your pens loaded, locked, and at 
the ready so you can sign up to help with the show at 
the September meeting.  If you wish to reserve a 
tokonoma, either sign up for one at the next meeting or 
contact Janice Dilbeck at janicedilbeck@comcast.net. 

Our show also features a plant sale. Now is the 
time to select plants that you would like to sell.  Many of 
the visitors to the show will see bonsai for the first time 
and are eager to buy small trees.  They are especially 
interested in plants that cost less than ten dollars such 
as those that were not eligible for sale in our recent 
auction. 

 Because the show is in the same week as our 
regular meeting, the October meeting is canceled so 
that you will have time to prepare for the show. 

 
August Potluck 

The August potluck was held at the home of Rick 
Trumm and Janet Nelson.  It was a wonderful event 
which gave the members the chance to socialize with 
one another.  The weather was pleasantly warm, the 
collection of bonsai was breathtaking, and the food was 
superb.  If your idea of a potluck dinner comes from the 
times when everybody’s mother prepared her favorite 
version of rubber chicken for the elementary school 
benefit, you were in for a surprise. The meal 
demonstrated once again that EBBS has some very 

talented cooks. The best part of the day was the 
gracious hospitality of the hosts.  The club owes Rick 
and Janet a big thank you not only for hosting the 
potluck this year but for the many times they have done 
it in the past. 

 
Breaking News 

Recently there has 
been a lot of interest in 
having the 2018 GSBF 
convention in Oakland, 
centered at the bonsai 
garden, the garden 
center and the 
boathouse. In the past, conventions were alternately 
held in northern and southern California, and in each 
case, at a large hotel where all the various events could 
be held. Holding the convention at the garden would be 
a totally new concept.  

At a recent meeting, it was decided that breaking so 
significantly from the past practice would require more 
planning than could be accomplished in the available 
time. Issues considered were the management of 
security, and engaging support from local bonsai clubs. 
EBBS, incidentally, was well represented at the meeting. 
The result of the meeting was that the 2018 convention 
will be held next year in Sacramento. Holding a 
convention at the bonsai garden still has many positive 
features, and as a result, the bonsai garden may well be 
considered for the 2020 convention. 

 
Wire workshop 

EBBS is hosting a wire workshop with John Doig.  
John has taught wire workshops in the past, and they 
have been enthusiastically received by all participants. 
John has proven to be an outstanding teacher, 
particularly for beginners.  

The workshop will be on Saturday, November 11 
from 1 to 4 pm at the Bonsai Garden Lake Merritt.  It will 
be limited to 8 participants.  Bring your own tree to the 
workshop and the club will provide aluminum wire. The 
cost is $20.  Sign up for the workshop with John 
Nackley.  Payment may be made to John or Pat Cahill at 
our club meeting, or at the workshop.  Space is limited, 
so rush to sign up. You snooze on this one, you lose. 
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Spotlight 
We have all heard about unsung heroes. Not to be 

outdone, EBBS has our very own sung heroine, none 
other than the crusading editor of our newsletter, Janice 
Dilbeck, upon whom the 
spotlight shines this 
month. She has always 
done a superb job of 
assembling the newsletter 
into a coherent whole, but 
have you noticed her 
selection of images to 
complement the verbiage?  

The illustrations really make the newsletter come 
alive, and without them, the newsletter would be just a 
bunch of verbal fluff. It makes one wonder, where in the 
world does she find them, because they are so right for 
the text. They surely must take a good deal of 
searching to find them. Thanks, Janice for all that you 
do for the newsletter. Your efforts are appreciated. 

 
Manzanitas 

Manzanitas are shrubs that grow pretty much all 
over California. One probably notices them particularly 
in the foothills of the Sierra where a single species is 
abundant. They have red berry-like fruits which lead to 
the common name. Those of you who are linguists 
recognize the name as Spanish for little apples, which 
is just what the fruit looks like. Those of our dear 
readers who are botanically inclined know that the 
Manzanitas are in the genus Archtostaphylos which, of 
course, is Greek for bear berry, because the bears love 
to eat the little fruits when they are ripe. 

 Manzanitas are all that you could ask for in a fine 
bonsai. In addition to lovely fruit, they have pink flowers 
in the spring and trunks with a lot of movement. The 
bark is naturally a deep reddish-brown, and the foliage 
makes a beautiful contrast to the trunk because it is a 
soft gray green. Best of all, because of their 
abundance, they are easy to find and collect. 
Manzanitas are truly rivals of the current divas of the 
bonsai shows, the collected junipers. There is only one 
teeny little insignificant problem. Conventional wisdom 
flatly states that manzanitas cannot be grown as 
bonsai. 

The pessimistic view about manzanitas as bonsai 
originated a number of years ago. Many were collected 
from the foothills, and in spite of all possible (and some 
not so possible) variants of soil composition and growing 
conditions, all died. Some departed instantly and some 
lingered for a very short time, but the result was always 
the same. This led to the statement, manzanitas cannot 
be grown as bonsai.  Because of the great potential of 
manzanitas as bonsai, it is worthwhile to look once again 
at these wonderful plants. 

First, a thought about establishing collected 
manzanitas. They generally grow is areas of very dry 
summers. Generally, plants growing in dry areas have 
specially adapted roots for coping with periods of 
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summer drought. These adaptations normally allow the 
plant to survive, but also make it difficult for the plants 
to quickly grow new roots. Native California Junipers 
also grow in areas with dry summers, and knowledge 
gained from establishing these plants may prove to be 
useful for establishing collected manzanitas.  

Many Junipers were collected in past years and 
simply potted up and watered like established bonsai. 
Success in establishing the plants using this cultural 
technique was usually 50% or less. The problem with 
establishing collected plants, and junipers in particular, 
is that the plants slowly lose water through the leaves, 
but the roots have not yet begun to function after the 
trauma of collection. They are unable (or unwilling) to 
replace the lost water, so basically the tree dies of 
thirst.  

Lately, the technique of spraying the trees with 
water repeatedly during the day has greatly increased 
the success rate for establishing collected junipers. 
Either some of the water is absorbed by the foliage, or 
perhaps the presence of the water on the foliage 
reduces the amount of water lost by the tree. 
Regardless of the explanation, the technique works for 
the junipers. Is it possible that this might also work for 
manzanitas? Rooting hormones are now commonly 
available, and is it possible that dusting the roots of the 
collected tree with a rooting hormone might also 
encourage the growth of roots? 

 But wait, don’t give up just yet. There is more. 
There are two questions here that are totally different.  

How do you establish collected manzanitas and, 
secondly, can you grow manzanitas as bonsai? 
Establishing collected manzanitas has proved to be 
tough at best, but due to the bad publicity the plants 
have received, the second question has not been really 
addressed by the bonsai community. 

If working with collected manzanitas presents an 
overwhelming challenge, all is not lost. Botanists tell us 
that there are about fifty species of manzanitas native to 
California, and they range from low mat forming plants to 
tall shrubs that grow into small trees, so there are a lot to 
choose from. Landscape horticulture offers several clues 
that should be important to us.  

First, there are a number of manzanita species 
offered for sale in local nurseries. These plants are 
happily growing in nursery containers, indicating that at 
least some manzanitas can grow in a pot after all. 

Second, these trees are propagated from cuttings, 
and some of the cuttings are easier to root than others. 
The manzanitas available in the trade are by definition 
the easiest plants to grow from cuttings. This suggests 
that these will be more amenable to grow as bonsai than 
others growing in the wild such as the oft-collected 
manzanita growing in the Sierra foothills.  

Third, several of the varieties grown commercially 
are hybrids, either occurring naturally or accidentally 
produced from cultivated landscape plants. There are 
many cases in the horticultural world of hybrid vigor. In 
this case, two different species can be difficult to grow, 
but the hybrid of the two is much easier to grow.  

Experience with native California junipers tells us 
that the hard part of growing collected plants is to 
establish them as pot plants. Once established, they are 
fairly easy to grow, happily responding to a careful 
repotting with a smile on their lips. Since nursery grown 
manzanitas are already established in pots, it is possible 
that they could well continue to easily grow as bonsai. 
Nursery grown manzanitas readily grow as landscape 
plants in the Bay Area so local conditions of sun and 



 5 

rainfall are fine. Further, these plants are pretty tolerant 
of soil composition as long as it is well drained. All in all, 
Bay Area, climate and bonsai soil should present no 
problems for culture of manzanitas as bonsai. 

All of this suggests that manzanitas available from 
local nurseries may be the source for interesting bonsai 
material. The down side of using nursery stock as 
bonsai material is that most of the available manzanitas 
are in one-gallon cans, and are only occasionally 
available in larger sizes. As a general statement, 
starting material of most plant species in gallon cans is 
two or three years at a minimum away from being a 
presentable bonsai. The upside is that manzanita 
nursery stock has the potential of being outstanding 
bonsai. For someone with patience and a willingness to 
explore an uncharted area, there is no better place to 
look for new and exciting bonsai than at manzanita 
nursery stock. Once in a very great while someone who 
has not gotten the message that manzanitas are 
impossible to grow as bonsai subjects will show a 
manzanita grown from nursery stock as a bonsai, 
proving that it can be done.  

 
Bonsai instruction at Merritt College 

Instruction is in the form of workshops and is a 
splendid opportunity to learn how to develop your trees 
into first class bonsai.  In these workshops, you work on 
your own trees under the guidance of an experienced 
bonsai artist.  The workshops are open to all 
experience levels and are usually held at 7:00 pm on 
the fourth Monday of each month when the college is in 
session.  

The meetings are in the Landscape Horticulture 
Building at Merritt College which is located in the 
Oakland hills off Redwood Road. The workshops are 
free, except for a small parking fee. There is a gate 
across the road leading to the parking lot that will 
automatically open when you pull up close to it. Leading 
the workshops are two members of EBBS, Bill 
Castellon and Randal Lee.  You can contact Bill at 510-
569-8003 or Randall at 510-846-0841. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Bonsai Calendar  
 

• Sun – gradually move shaded deciduous trees 
into sun to promote fall color. 

• Watering – Water regularly, but don’t over-water.   

• Fertilizing – Use low or zero nitrogen fertilizers. 

• Repotting – Begin repotting redwood, shimpaku 
and quince after mid-month.  Begin repotting 
flowering and fruiting varieties of prunus. 

• Styling/Pruning – Remove seed pods and dry 
fruit.  Do not wire deciduous trees until leaves 
drop.  Renew pinching junipers and severely 
prune one last time this season.   

• Insect and disease control – Maintain defensive 
treatments for fungus.  Remove dead plant 
material. Watch for and treat insect infestations. 

• Propagating/Collecting – Last opportunity to take 
hardwood cuttings from deciduous trees.  Last 
opportunity to remove air-layers this year. 

 
Refer to the EBBS Bonsai Calendar for more details on 
seasonal care. 
 
 

 
Events by Others 
GSBF’s Bonsai and Suiseki Garden: open Tues. - Fri. 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm, Sat. 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Sun. 
12:00 noon – 4:00 pm Enter at gate across from 
Boat House 

 
 
Articles or Services for Sale (or give-away) 
 
 
Wanted to Buy (or for free)  
 ____________________________________________  
Each membership household, free of charge, may place 
a five-line ad related to bonsai in two newsletters each 
year. Send a copy of ads to your editor by the fourth 
Monday of the month to appear in the next publication. 
To place an add call (925) 458-3845. 
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 East Bay Bonsai Society—Schedule for 2017 - 2018 

Regular Meetings: Second Wednesday, every month (except August and October) @ 7:30 pm 
 Place: Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland. 
 Visitors welcome.  

 Website for Bonsai Garden Lake Merritt: www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org/ 
 
Meeting Program 
 
Sep 13 Accent Plants – The Judds 
Sep 24 Introduction to Bonsai at BGLM – John Nackley 
Oct 22 Introduction to Bonsai at BGLM – Janet Nelson 
Nov 8 Slab Planting – Randal Lee 
Nov 26 Introduction to Bonsai at BGLM – Tom Colby 
Dec 13 Holiday Dinner 
 
Jan 10 Styling Raft Hornbeam - Part 3 – Kathy Shaner 
 
 
Special Events 
Aug 19 Potluck  
Oct 14-15 Show with Peter Tea as our Headliner 
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